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Pastor Jonathan 

 

Week after week we meet here, and if you’re like me, you’ve been to a lot of 

different churches in the last couple months, online. The question I ask 

myself and now ask you is: “What are you expecting or hoping for during 

this time…during this online service?” Part of coming to Grace or any other 

local assembly of the body of Christ in these days, is seeing a familiar face. 

We appreciate singing songs we know. We appreciate hearing prayers that 

make sense to us. We appreciate the tone of the service, and we look for 

something familiar. Yes? Now there’s more to it than that.  

 

And there’s more to it than the personal style of the leaders. Some are 

bumping along with lots of energy. Some are even dancing, if you just stop 

listening and look at the movements. Some are head and shoulders, just 

talking the way they would to you in a conversation, others really have a 

style that makes sense on the screen or on the stage, but not in a personal 

conversation. Some are excellent speakers. Some are simply faithful. 

 

Some have a TV crew and or automated cameras that zoom in and out and 

give your different angles, just like a national news production or better. 

Some record the whole thing themselves on their phone and do a really great 

job. I remember when this started in early March or sometime around then 

that one person said they had hoped it wouldn’t be like the terrorist videos of 

twenty years ago. 

 

All in all, we do what we can. Your patience and your listening is not taken 

for granted. We don’t really come here for the production value and not even 

for the entertainment value, although I’m hoping you’ve laughed at some of 

the things I’ve said, even when I haven’t laughed. We come here to get more 

of a sense of who Jesus is, and what our relationship to Him is, and how He 

wants to influence our lives and make us into more than we are right now. 

You come here to meet with Jesus in the local body of Christ, not for our 

production skills or technical abilities. I believe that deeply. Let’s not forget 

why we gather Sunday by Sunday. 

 

It was Jesus that used that small Bible study group so many years ago to love 

me and care for me in such a way that I wanted to know and accept the truth 
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about Him, the truth about what He has done for us, the truth about how 

much He loves you and me and the whole world. He went to the cross to 

forgive us our sins and raise us to life again to show us He has power over 

death and life. And every part of His life influences every part of ours. 

 

That’s why our calendar revolves around Jesus’ life. Even if we don’t know 

it. Western civilization for centuries has followed Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany. We have prepared for His first coming, spoken on hope, peace, 

joy and love. Of how God loved us so much that He became one of us and 

moved into the neighborhood. The incarnation is God becoming human to 

win us back to Himself. And He reminded us that this was not just a project 

for Israel, for those of Jewish descent, although it definitely is for them too, 

but it is for us all. That is the message of Epiphany. And then we go into 

Lent and Easter and Pentecost. Mardi Gras was the dying days of partying 

before the fasting and prayer and reconsideration of our lives before God, 

which is the essence of Lent. Lent this year is marked by the virus, and 

wondering if our lives will ever be the same again. Will church ever be the 

same? And even if it won’t, we know that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 

today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) He is the reason we go through our 

winter in prayer and reflection on our spiritual lives, into the spring, where 

we remember that Jesus not only ministered in his short 33 year long life on 

the earth, but He died and rose for us, and ascended for us. Easter reminds us 

every Sunday that He is alive, He is wooing us to Himself, away from sin, 

rebellion and brokenness. He has conquered death. He is faithful. 

 

He showed Himself to over 500 people (1 Cor. 15: 6) in the forty days He 

appeared to not only the disciples and the women and the two men on the 

road to Emmaus. He brought Peter back with a threefold confession of truly 

loving the Lord (John 21:15ff). And Dr. Luke tells us (Luke 24:46ff) that 

“The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. …but 

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power on high…” which is 

the coming and baptism of the Holy Spirit on believers to make them the 

empowered body of Christ in this world, bringing Jesus to everyone who 

will listen and many who won’t. Jesus spoke the benediction over them, he 

blessed them, and then rose up, was taken up, ascended into heaven. 

 

And after that, according to Dr. Luke’s gospel, we find the followers of 

Jesus finally get it. They aren’t asking questions about when the nation of 
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Israel will kick out its oppressors and finally set up its kingdom like king 

David’s of old. You know how the gospel of Luke ends. They worshipped 

Jesus and returned home with great joy. And they kept praising God. 

 

That’s it. That’s the secret of the Ascension. Somehow they get it. It wasn’t 

ever going to be a political kingdom. It was going to be the followers of 

Jesus inviting others to be the followers of Jesus. Now Pentecost is on the 

way, the Holy Spirit hasn’t yet been fully poured out…but the Ascension 

brings Jesus to the right hand of the Father. That’s what Stephen the first 

martyr saw (Acts 7:55-56): Jesus at the right hand of the Father. That’s what 

Paul wrote about: in Romans 8:34, where it says Jesus is interceding for us 

right there at the place of authority, next to his Father. That’s what Paul says 

in Ephesians 1:20ff, toward the end of his lengthy prayer, speaking of Jesus 

who is risen from the dead, seated at the right hand in the heavenly places, 

far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and if you like titles, 

or not, he is given every title that can be given. Everything is put under his 

feet. He is appointed head of the church, which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills everything in every way. He is the essence of life. We are His 

agents. 

 

Did you note how high He ascends? Above all. To him we all will give an 

account. To him we all will be given justice, and to those who know Him, 

mercy and grace. 

 

And Paul even goes further than this: He reminds us we have been raised 

with Christ, and Paul encourages us to set our hearts on things above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Much in this world steals our hearts 

away from Jesus. Much distracts us. But in this moment give yourself anew 

completely to Him. Don’t hold back. 

 

Jesus has gone up to that authoritative seat. He has risen to that place of 

gaining access to God through His sacrifice and the resurrection power that 

is greater than any other.  And He tells us along with Theophilus, who is a 

person that we don’t know anything about, but whose name means “God-

lover,” and therefore, we too as God lovers, are encouraged to stare up into 

the sky to see Jesus ascend. But as Donald said, not to keep staring, with our 

mouths open. 

 

No, there was a purpose for the coming power of the Holy Spirit. You know 

what that purpose is for that power? To witness. To testify. To tell others 
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how and why you know God is alive in your life today.  To speak to others, 

both believers and non-believers about how Jesus gives you hope, in this life 

and into the next. And that will happen where? Where you are now: for them 

it was in Jerusalem. In the next region, Judea: and farther out, to peoples you 

don’t know and don’t understand, Samaria, and then to the ends of the earth: 

Ottawa. Yes? 

 

All this is in Acts 1. There is some overlap between Luke’s Gospel, which is 

the acts of the Son of God and in the Acts, which is the acts of the Holy 

Spirit. The first volume is Jesus. The second volume is the Holy Spirit. But 

meanwhile, and beyond Acts are the lives you and I live. What someone has 

called Acts 29. There are only 28 chapters in Acts. But we live in the 

continuing age of the Holy Spirit, before the Lord Jesus Christ comes back 

as King and Judge. 

 

Acts 1 reminds us we don’t know when that second coming will come about. 

Jesus says only the Father knows the dates. So if someone tells you the year 

or the month or the day, don’t be fooled. That tells you they aren’t speaking 

from Jesus’ perspective, who is speaking here in the first chapter of Acts 

(1:7). I remember someone telling me that they could know the weekend, 

but not the exact date. No, not from Jesus’ perspective. 

 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is when Jesus pours out the Holy Spirit on the 

believers at Pentecost, and it appears like a fire baptism, as opposed to a 

water baptism. And note when we read in Acts 2 next week, that the fire was 

not an immersion of fire, but like tongues of fire “that rested upon them.” 

But I’m getting ahead of myself. That’s for next week. 

 

Chapter one of Acts leaves us, as the Lord leaves the earth, in a cloud, very 

much like the mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9: 28-36), with the cloud as 

the shekinah glory of old, where the people were led in the wilderness with a 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. (Exodus 13:21-22)  It is the 

presence of the Lord. And while Peter wanted to set up a camp, have a 

campfire and some marshmallows, while Moses and Elijah were 

encouraging Jesus, God simply said, “This is my beloved Son, listen to 

Him.” God keeps saying that to you and to me. 

 

And as they were staring up into the sky and the clouds disappeared, perhaps 

they were remembering that moment with Jesus a couple of years earlier. 

And then just like at the tomb, where Jesus was no longer dead, a couple of 
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men dressed in bright clothes have a message for those who are nearby.  

Likely these are angelic messengers and just as they told the women that 

Jesus had risen, just like He said He would, so do these two at the 

Ascension, say Jesus will come back the way He has left. And that was it. 

Did you notice how abruptly that ended in verse 11 of Acts 1? 

 

In the Gospel they go back to Jerusalem and worship and praise. In Acts 

they hold their first Session meeting, that is, the elders call for the election of 

a new elder to take Judas Iscariot’s place.  Both are true, the worship and 

praise and the church meeting. But the real news is the Holy Spirit is about 

to poured out. Jesus tells them this on the fortieth day after Passover, ten 

days before Pentecost. It is on this fortieth day that He ascends. (Acts 1:3) 

 

Jesus wants to go higher in our hearts too. He wants us to stop the worrying, 

and the fears and the anxieties, as we draw closer to Him, who knows not 

only the season we are going through now, but every season after that. It is 

in our prayer closets, in our quiet places with God, that He reminds us He is 

not taken by surprise by all the turn of events we have experienced. Whether 

you believe this pestilence is from Him or whether you believe He is simply 

using what broken people have allowed to spread around the world, we still 

agree that the virus has not outwitted God. 

 

I was reading earlier this week in 2 Samuel 24 where David has his military 

men counted, and that sin of depending on your military power more than on 

God gives a stark judgment option to David: three years of famine, three 

months of losing battles to your enemies or three days of pestilence. (2 Sam. 

24:13ff) And 70,000 die. Now I am not saying COVID is from God. I am 

saying God has used pestilence in the past as a judgment.  All of us are 

getting these weeks to revisit and reflect on our lives. Time to give ourselves 

anew to Jesus. Take the time. Give yourself to Jesus today, now. 

 

And every year we get the Fall/Winter for Advent/Christmas/Epiphany. And 

then later Winter and Spring we get Lent/Easter/Pentecost. And that shaping 

of our lives around the life of Jesus and His Holy Spirit is so evident in our 

calendar for those with eyes to see.  There is a summer break, but no break 

in our relationship with Jesus. Let Him arise in your life. Let Him ascend in 

your life. Let Him take the place of authority in your life. He is worthy. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


